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"Freedom on My Mind" 
Reviewed By Bell Gale Chevigny 
Nominated for an Academy Award for 
best documentary of 1994, "Freedom on 
My Mind" was released to coincide with 
the thirtieth anniversary of the beginning 
of what was called Freedom Summer in 
Mississippi. Even more than the 
indispensable PBS series, "Eyes on the 
Prize," this riveting documentary, 
produced and directed by Connie Field 
(Director of the celebrated "Life and 
Times of Rosie, the Riveter") and Marilyn 
Mulford seems calculated to engage 
people born too late for any memory of 
civil rights struggles. I tested this out by 
showing the film to students in my courses 
on contemporary U.S. literature, on 
identity politics, and on "the Civil War 
and the American Imagination." 
Almost half my students had seen 
"Mississippi Burning," a late-eighties 
Hollywood film about the 1964 killing of 
three civil rights workers, which absurdly 
heroizes the FBI and erases the role of the 
black movement. "Freedom on My Mind" 
sets about correcting both these 
impressions and also the belief in the top-
down model of the civil rights story that 
conventional history's emphasis on leaders 
like King has fostered. 
What moved my students to 
respect the grass-roots struggle was 
learning about it from life-stories of 
ordinary people. Although a narrator 
leads us from the first sit-ins through the 
refusal of the National Democratic 
Convention at Atlantic City to seat the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in 
August, 1964, the film is essentially told 
by ·. ten _veterans of th.e Mississippi 
movement. Of the six blacks, those who 
grew up in Mississippi made an especially 
strong impression. L.C. Dorsey recalls 
how her share-cropper father so valued 
education for his children that he walked 
them to the bus each day with a gun to 
fend off anyone who interfered. Endesha 
Ida Mae Holland tells about being raped 
by her employer on her eleventh birthday, 
deciding like so many other girls not to 
tell her mother, learning to "walk sassy," 
and greeting the "freedom-riders" coming 
to Greenwood so she could tum some new 
tricks. Instead the movement drew her in, 
gave her credit for knowing "how to go to 
jail," and changed her life. Curtis Hayes 
remembers taking out his frustrations with 
whites by preaching in the woods about 
David and Goliath, assailing the trees as if 
they were white folks. 
Bob Moses was a math teacher in 
New York City when news photos of the 
people sitting in at lunch counters drew 
him irresistibly south: "They looked like I 
felt," he said, typically laconic. He joined 
SNCC, the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, and made the 
group's first foray into Mississippi. Curtis 
Hayes, hearing that "Martin Luther King's 
brother" had come into McComb, went 
and found Moses, and in his enthusiasm, 
Hayes launched a sit-in and got arrested. 
Hayes is eloquent on the way people then 
"ran to danger the way a hungry man runs 
to food," and on how the movement 
provided him with a sense of community: 
"I was in heaven for a minute." The film 
also details the killing of Herbert Lee, who 
helped Moses meet people to discuss voter 
education, the failure of the Justice 
Department to respond, the unflinching 
and costly transformation of Fannie Lou 
Hamer from plantation timekeeper to 
activist, and the difficult decision to 
recruit northern students, largely white, 
for_a summer project. 
Extensive footage about the 
training of volunteers in Oxford, Ohio, 
coupled with the thoughtful interpretation 
of four now middle-aged whites who were 
there provoked more personal reflection in 
my largely-white classes. A dramatic 
instance of the tension and 
misunderstanding between the white 
volunteers and the seasoned black field-
workers that persisted throughout the 
summer helped my students to broach the 
touchy topic in class discussion. The film 
also lingers powerfully on the moment 
when Bob Moses talked to the volunteers 
"Freedom" 
about the disappearance and virtually 
certain deaths of Chaney, Goodman, and 
Schwerner, assuring them they could 
leave the project with no discredit but he 
would be with them if they ·stayed. The 
commitment of the students moved many 
of their counterparts in my classes to 
wrenching envy and the desire to discuss 
the enormous differences and the more 
elusive similarities between that moment 
and this one. 
The film's swift alternation of 
images of young and middle-aged people 
who have sustained their activism in a 
variety of fields undermined the prevalent 
notion of 60's exceptionalism. More 
subtly, it made one student reflect on "the 
feeling of a connection between past and 
present, a fluid movement of events. This 
makes the viewer aware that the present 
will soon be the past, and changes that 
take place have to be enacted in the now." 
In effect, he said, it brought home that "we 
too live in history." 
Finally, the film offers a 
meticulous demonstration of a series of 
cynical betrayals of the MFDP at the 
Democratic National Convention: when 
Fanny Lou Hamer was offering her 
dramatic testimony to the credentials 
committee, LBJ called a press conference 
to draw off the TV cameras; Humphrey 
summoned the MFDP leadership to confer 
at the time that the committee was hearing 
final arguments and voting. The narrative 
voice-over concludes that the Democratic 
Party's repudiation of the young and the 
dispossessed discouraged those groups 
from seeking redress through established 
channels: the angry sixties was born. This 
demonstration of the governing power 
delegitimating itself provides a useful 
corrective to the current efforts, by the 
New York Times, for example, to see the 
rightist terrorism as the child of sixties' 
rage. 
Bell Gale Chevigny is a member of the Resist 
Board. She is a writer on Mississippi and 
other social issues for the Nation. Her revised 
and greatly expanded The Woman and the 
Myth: Margaret Fuller's Life and Writings was 
published in 1994 by Northeastern University 
Press. 
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Every Activist's 
Bookshelf 
Reviewed by Henry Rosemont, Jr. 
Every activist's bookshelves 
should include three slim volumes of 
Noam Chomsky's recent thinking, taken 
from an ongoing series of interviews with 
Davis Barsamian, a progressive talk-show 
host in Boulder, Colorado. They are 
vintage Chomsky, and the clarity of his 
thought is matched by the directness with 
which he expresses it, on subjects as 
varied as Klaus Barbie, the LA. riots, 
organic food, NAFTA, family values, and 
racism. 
The titles are What Uncle Sam 
Really Wants (1992), The Prosperous Few 
and the Restless Many (1993), and 
Secrets, Lies and Democracy (1994). The 
first also contains a good bibliography of 
Chomsky's political writings over the 
years, and the third includes a list of 144 
subversive ( of status quo) groups, all of 
which are struggling against one or 
another of the many injustices Chomsky 
catalogs. They are listed there, because, 
as Chomsky says, 
Being alone, you can't 
do anything. All you can do is deplore the 
situation. 
But if youjoin 
with other people, you can make changes. 
Millions of things are possible, depending 
on where you want to put your efforts. 
And the three volumes (so far) are cheap; 
you can order the lot of them for $16.00 
plus $2.00 postage: Odonian Press, Box 
32375, Tucson, AZ 85751. Non-Luddites 
can phone in their credit card orders to 
(800) REAL STORY. 
Henry Rosemont, Jr. is a member of the Resist 
Board, and a philosopher in Maryland and 
Shanghai. His latest book is The Chinese 
Mirror. 
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The Ruses For War: 
American Intervention 
Since World War II 
By John Quigley. Buffalo, NY: 
Prometheus Press, 199 2 
Reviewed by Henry Rosemont, Jr. 
To every one familiar with the 
many socio-political writings of Noam 
Chomsky--from American Power and the 
New Mandarins (1969) World Orders old 
and New (1994)-- the unspeakable horrors 
visited on third world peoples by the U.S. 
military and CIA are fairly well known. 
In those writings Chomsky ( a founding 
member of RESIST) well describes and 
documents U.S. war crimes ranging from 
our brutal occupation of the Philippines in 
1898 to our direct support for Central 
American death squads a century later; 
and he covers as well virtually everything 
continued on page three 
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The Ruses For War: 
continued .from page Two 
in between. 
But those accounts are dispersed 
throughout his books; for a single 
narrative account of U.S. military 
(mis)adventurism abroad since the 
beginning of the not-so-cold war, The 
Ruses for War is highly recommended. It 
is clearly and simply written, well 
documented, and describes cogently: 1.) 
events leading up to U.S. overt and/or 
covert intervention in twenty-six 
countries; 2.) the cost in lives and freedom 
that resulted from those interventions; 3) 
the knowing lies put forward by the 
government--especially presidents--to 
justify those interventions; and 4) the 
complicity of the popular media in 
spreading those lies. 
None of the thirty-seven chapters 
comprising the book are more than 
fourteen pages long, and each of them 
narrates a sordid tale concisely. Some of 
the materials are fairly well known--
MacArthur's aggression in Korea, the 
Tonkin Gulf "incident"--others are less so: 
what saved Liberia from invasion in late 
1990 was almost surely nothing but the 
fact that the flotilla and the troops there 
were going to be needed imminently for 
the more important invasion oflraq. 
Here is a typical example of 
saying much, quietly but effectively in 
brief compass, from the beginning of 
Chapter 6: 
Guatemala's president in 1954, Jacobo 
Arbenz, had come to office in 1950 by a 
free election and was peacefully in control 
of the country. With thousands of 
peasants unable to make a living because 
they owned no land, Arbenz nationalized 
uncultivatedfields belonging to the US.-
owned United Fruit Company, a major 
landowner and banana producer in 
Guatemala. Although the nationalization 
did not affect United Fruit's current 
operations, it did take two-thirds of the 
land it owned in Guatemala. Arbenz 
offered compensation at the value United 
Fruit had declared its land worth for tax 
purposes, but the Eisenhower 
administration, which quickly rose to take 
up United Fruit's cause, demanded 
twenty-five times that amount. 
Clearly this book can be a useful 
tool for anti-militarism, Latin American, 
and peace and justice grassroots 
organizing groups. Unsurprisingly, The 
Ruses for War has not attracted much 
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attention from the media, liberal or 
conservative; their complicity in the · 
slaugh_ter and subjugation of third world 
peoples is made too obvious in it. At the 
same time, the book makes equally 
obvious how (unintentionally) appropriate 
is the symbolism of the U.S. flag patches 
most of the far-right paramilitary groups 
are fond of sewing on their uniforms: 
Heaven help those who would curtail the 
freedom of real Americans to do what 
they please. 
Henry Rosemont, Jr. is a member of the Resist 
Board, and a philosopher in Maryland and 
Shanghai. His latest book is The Chinese 
Mirror. 
Looking Forward 
And Backward 
By Hans Koning 
The challenging question of 
these years, it seems to me, is: has 
socialism joined the dodo, if not in the 
dustbin of history , in the museum of 
failed desjgns? I know, ideological 
discussions right now are none too 
popular; what is useful is actions for 
social justice on our street, our 
neighborhood, out town - precisely 
what Resist funds. Nonetheless, most 
ofus who are activists (which is anyone 
who lies awake at the thought of Newt, 
have some kind of vision, of hope, in 
the background of our minds, whatever 
name we give it or not give it. We have 
waited out Reagan, not to go any 
further back then Bush, and may now, 
nightmarish thought, have to wait out 
Newt or Bob. But don't we need some 
kind of future promise, no matter how 
far off? 
I read Eric Hobsbawm's new 
book, The Age of Extremes, a History 
of the World, 1914-1991, with the 
precise idea of finding out what his 
answer would be. I trust Hobsbawm 
because he is a historian who starts out 
with a minimum of premises; of course 
he is a man of the Left, but I for one 
cannot conceive of a serious 20th-
century historian who would not be. 
RESIST Newsletter 
Hobsbawni clears the deck, i.e. 
dismisses the fog of myths clouding our 
·century, for most of the 585 pages of 
his book, continuing what he has done 
in his other half dozen works so far. 
But he does not use his summing up to 
tell us if his socialism has survived the 
events of the last five years. He no 
longer rings the note of optimism which 
ended his history at that time of the 
years 1870-1914 The Age of Empire, 
London 1987. At that time he wrote 
that if we succeeded in avoiding nuclear 
war, the world would be a better place 
in the 21st century than it was in the 
20th. Now he says that while nuclear 
war has become a more remote threat, a 
future "in darkness" awaits us ifwe go 
on doing what we are doing now. 
"Explosion and implosion, "that is to say 
nationalisms and destruction of the 
environment, will then finish us off. If 
he believes that only some new form of 
socialism can furnish the discipline to 
prevent this, he does not say so. 
Probably he thought such a statement to 
be too unscientific. I'm a novelist more 
than a historian} and not afraid of being· 
unscientific; having taken note of his 
arguments, I feel his facts make it quite 
clear that indeed, yes we will need some 
form of socialism to survive. 
I know that Robert McNamara 
cried on television about his war, the 
one in Vietnam. But if his tears lead 
you to conclude that his book about it, 
In Retrospect, (Random House, New 
York), now number one on the 
bestseller list, leads to a real break-
through in our concept of that war, 
you'd be rather too sanguine. 
McNamara has not really changed his 
lingo. It's all a jolly mix of Max and 
Mac and Westy (no reason not to 
remain friends, you know), and a memo 
from one of those Macs and Maxes 
which foresees an increase in "Viet 
Cong terrorism" and maybe a small 
increase in "anti-Americanism" 
McNamara calls one of the best 
summing-ups of the situation he knew. 
The baffling and painful truth remains 
that while many a sixteen-year-old at 
the time precisely saw the wrongs and 
rights of the situation, our professional 
leaders continue to declare themselves 
continued on page five 
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The explosive Rise of an armed Far Right: 
Angry, White and Armed 
By Christopher Phelps 
After rescue Workers had 
finished sifting the ruins of the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building for evidence, 
167 deaths were recorded, among them 
the crushed, twisted bodies of infants 
dropped off for morning day care just 
before the bomb detonated. 
If the plot unfolded as it now 
seems, then the explosion was the work of 
Timothy J. McVeigh, 27, and Terry 
Nichols, 40. Nichols' brother James, 41, 
may have aided in the crime, though a 
federal judge ordered him released form 
custody in May. Mc Veigh reportedly 
acknowledges that he carried out the 
Oklahoma City bombing, but he does not 
think himself guilty of any crime. His 
clothing carried traces of explosives. 
McVeigh and the Nichols 
brothers are part of the insurrectionary far 
right, a fringe but growing movement that 
fears a cabal is on the verge of wresting 
control of the federal government and 
imposing a totalitarian "New World 
Order" on the United states. For the far 
right, April 19, 1995, was a potent date: 
the second anniversary of the assault by 
federal officers on the Branch Davidian 
Compound near Waco, Texas; execution 
day for a white supremacist found guilty 
of murdering a Black police officer and a 
Jewish businessman in Texarkana, 
Arkansas; and the anniversary of the battle 
of Lexington and Concord in 1775. 
Add to that list the grotesque 
crime of Oklahoma City, which much of 
the far right is now busy rationalizing as 
the work of elite conspirators out to frame 
the "patriot" movement, and it is safe to 
say that April 19 has become the May Day 
of the American far right insurrectionists 
who like to call themselves "free white 
men" and "Sons of Liberty." 
Sgt. McVeigh, Avenger 
When eighty true believers and 
their spiritual leader David Koresh died in 
the conflagration at Waco, most of the 
nation was appalled at the inept handling 
of the situation by federal officials, who 
inexplicably stormed the compound after 
a fifty-one-day standoff. But popular 
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sympathy for those inside the compound 
was limited by the group's cult of 
leadership, superheated Biblical ranting, 
and stockpiling of arms, not to mention 
Koresh's apparent pleasure in sleeping 
with his followers' pre-adolescent girls. 
The far right, however, saw the 
federal assault on apocalyptic Christians a~ 
Waco as an attack on their own. Timothy 
Mc Veigh, like many far right 
"constitutionalists", made a pilgrimage to 
Waco to view the charred sight. Trained 
as a gunner in a Bradley Fighting Vehicle, 
McVeigh served with Terry Nichols in the 
Army's First Infantry Division until 1989, 
when Nichols was discharged because of 
an undisclosed family emergency. 
A cold, solitary, model soldier, 
Mc Veigh was decorated for his service in 
the Persian Gulf war. He took an early 
discharge in 1992 after failing a 
psychological test on the second day of a 
training program to join the Green Berets, 
his great ambition. that crushed him 
precipitating a severe mental and physical 
deterioration and accelerating a move to 
the far right already well underway. 
In the military, McVeigh is 
known to have subscribed to Soldier of 
Fortune and read the Nazi fantasy novel 
by William Pierce, The Turner Diaries, in 
which white racists wage a struggle to 
overthrow the government. The novel, 
which culminates in genocide against 
Jews and Blacks, contains a scene with a 
bombing remarkably similar to Oklahoma 
City. 
McVeigh's platoon was notorious 
for being highly polarized along racial 
lines in an already polarized company. 
When promoted to sergeant in advance of 
his cohort, McVeigh began to assign dirty 
work, such as sweeping out the motor 
pool, to the few Black specialists in the 
thirty-two-member platoon, even though 
such work would ordinarily have gone to 
privates. 
"I don't know if there's such a 
word, but he was ill-political", Sgt. Royal 
L. Witcher, who served in McVeigh's 
Bradley vehicle in the Gulf War and was 
his housemate afterward, told the New 
RESIST Newsktter 
York Times, "There was at least one thing 
in each paper he read each day that the 
government had something to do with that 
he took issue with. Like gays in the 
military." 
After leaving the military, 
Mc Veigh led a nomadic existence, ranging 
from Kingman, Arizona, to his home town 
near Buffalo, New York. He advertised 
under the pseudonym Tim Tuttle in the 
classifieds of the anti-Semitic Liberty 
Lobby's organ The Spotlight, and wrote 
several fiery letters to the editor of 
mainstream papers in western New York. 
"Do we have to shed blood to reform the 
current system?" he wrote. "I hope it 
doesn't come to that. But it might." 
Mc Veigh had episodic contact 
with the Michigan Militia. A more 
significant connection between McVeigh 
and the organized far right appears to have 
run through an Oklahoma white 
supremacist, Rev. Robert Millar, the 
leader of a crudely fashioned 400-acre 
compound in eastern Oklahoma called 
Elohim City. 
Millar's sect adheres to Christian 
Identity, the white supremacist religion 
which has gained tremendous headway on 
the far right in the past twenty years. 
Identity theology interprets the Bible to 
say that Jews are children of Satan and 
people of color "mud people," subhuman 
and soulless. 
Federal sources told the 
Washington Post that McVeigh made a 
phone call to Millar "four minutes" after 
calling Ryder Truck Rentals on April 5 to 
reserve the vehicle he would later pack 
with 4,800 pounds of explosives, 
ammonium nitrate fertilizer and diesel fuel 
before driving to Oklahoma City. 
In addition to the phone call, 
circumstantial connections link Mc Veigh 
to Elohim City. In 1993, McVeigh was 
cited for a traffic violation just a few miles 
from the Millar compound. And in 
January 1995, McVeigh's younger sister 
Jennifer, who shares his far right views, 
began subscribing to the Patriot Report, 
published by Elohim City associate 
George Eaton. 
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Millar's past makes the potential 
link between Elohim city and the 
terrorism of April 19 more than plausible. 
Millar was "spiritual advisor" to Richard 
Wayne Snell, the racist murderer executed 
in Arkansas on the day of the Oklahoma 
City bombing. Millar was present at 
Snell's execution and took his remains 
back to Elohim City for burial. 
Millar was also a close ally in the 
mid-1980s of the Covenant, the Sword 
and the Arm of the Lord (CSA), a now-
defunct neo-Nazi group that maintained a 
compound in northern Arkansas. The 
CSA was involved in a spree of 
assassinations, bank robberies, and natural 
gas line bombings in the West and 
Midwest. In 1983 the CSA made plans, 
never carried out, to blow up the 
Oklahoma City federaf building. Snell, A 
CAS member, helped formulate that plan. 
The CSA was one of the most 
violent white supremacist centers of the 
1980s. Like The Order, it was tied to the 
Idaho-based Aryan Nations. That may not 
be coincidental, either: While the 
numbers of skinhead Nazis have 
plummeted in the last year and the Klans 
are in disarray, Aryan Nations, Christian 
Identity and the militia are all on the rise. 
Under leaders Richard Butler and 
Louis Beam, Aryan Nations organized in 
twelve new states in the past year, a 
striking comeback after declining to a 
barebones existence in only three states. 
It has brought other white supremacist 
groups into a grand alliance under its 
wing, including Gerhard Laude, whose 
National Socialist German Workers Party-
Overseas organization (NSDAP-AO) is 
the top distributor of white power 
literature to Europe. 
Millar claims that he never knew 
Mc Veigh or talked to him, and the exact 
extent of Mc Veigh's attachment to Elohim 
City remains strong. At the very least, it 
would appear that the execution of Snell 
and anniversary of Waco provided a dual 
motive and inspiration for Timothy 
Mc Veigh to pick April 19 as a date of 
revenge. McVeigh's fake driver's license, 
used to rent the Ryder truck, bore the 
Waco date of April 19, 1993; and his 
reported self-description as a "prisoner of 
war" is the same phrase that Snell applied 
to himself in the newsletter he issued from 
prison prior to his execution on April 19, 
1995. 
Militias: Angry, White, Armed 
Vol.4# 6 
The Oklahoma City bombing has 
at last brought to public light the problem 
of the armed far right. Most of the 
coverage focused on armed "militia" 
movements that have cropped up in at 
least thirty states. With few notable 
exceptions this coverage, even in the left 
press, has downplayed or ignored the 
connections-particularly strong in origin 
and leadership-between the militia and the 
white supremacist right. 
The militia movement is an 
embryonic mass force more than a cluster 
of groups, an amalgam that is more than 
the sum of its parts. Its dynamic and 
open-ended character gives it a greater 
vibrancy and potential than the Nazi cells, 
Klan sects and Identity groups which 
helped to spawn it, provided it with 
leadership, and continue to move within it. 
The movement's ranks are filled 
with militant gun owners hungry to act out 
their paramilitary fantasies. Not all are 
instilled with racism, but they comprise a 
base ripe for indoctrination by far right 
leaders linked to white supremacist 
networks around the country. 
Militias trace to prior 
insurrectionary right formations by a great 
deal more than shared survivalist 
undercurrents and conspiracy theories. 
The militia are a tactical innovation that 
trace directly to an October, 1992 meeting 
in Colorado called by a Christian Identity 
minister, Pete Peters, where 160 Aryan 
nations, Klan, Posse Comitatus, Populist 
party and Christian Identity 
representatives met for three days to 
hammer out a common strategy for the far 
right in the aftermath of the bloody 
shootout between federal agents and white 
supremacist Randy Weaver at Ruby 
Ridge, Idaho. 
That episode, to be sure, was a 
flagrant abuse of government power in 
which federal snipers killed Weaver's son 
and wife. (Weaver himself has been 
acquitted of the main charges against . 
him.) It was also a call to arms for the 
racist right. At the Colorado summit, a 
range of white supremacist groups agreed 
to suspend their infighting and collaborate 
in the formation of "constitutional 
militias." 
Present at that meeting, for 
example, was John Trochmman, who soon 
afterward formed the Militia of Montana, 
the flagship of the movement. 
Trochmman has admitted to visiting the 
Aryan Nations compound "four or five 
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times." The M.O.M. has defended 
Arkansas white supremacist Richard 
Snell's innocence in its publication, 
Taking Aim, explicitly linking his 
execution to Waco. A M.O.M. fax sent 
out around the nation just before April 19 
called for unspecified patriot action on 
that day. 
The militia innovation was a 
tremendous shot in the arm for the far 
right, partly out of pure luck. The tum 
brought great numbers of new recruits into 
the far right by tapping popular 
resentment in two areas: gun control and 
environmental regulation. Just months 
after the Colorado meeting came the 
attack at Waco; then in 1994, the Brady 
bill and assault weapons ban. 
Simultaneously, the militia 
language of "constitutionalism" and 
individual sovereignty won it considerable 
support from small property owners in the 
West who think the federal government 
should have no right to restrict or regulate 
grazing, logging or mining -- not even on 
federal lands. 
The militia are the subject of 
massive press coverage, both because they 
continued on page six 
Looking Forward 
continued from page three 
stymied by the incomplete information 
they received. One may assume that the 
incompleteness lies at the receiving end. 
Forrest Gump (the movie) was 
the most popular entity of the past year, 
as we all know; in the video store near 
me they have a whole wall of copies. 
It's not the crypto-fascist ode to redneck 
idiocy that I had been led to believe, it 
is (by the way, they upped his IQ from 
70 in the novel to 85 in the film); I 
confess that Forrest came across to me 
as a rather dear fellow. What sticks out 
from the film like a sore thumb, though, 
is still and again Vietnam. Not the war 
itself, dealt with in a careful way, but 
the presentation of the protest 
movement in the way the Establishment 
has visualized it: a mixture of Bowery 
bums and crazy anarchists. But a nation 
that refuses to understand its past, is 
doomed to repeat it. 
Hans Koning is a member of the Resist 
Board and the author of several books. 
Page Five 
Angry 
continued .from page five 
actively seek publicity and because they 
were the first known connection among 
McVeigh, the Nichols brothers and the far 
right (the Elohim City connection is still 
not widely recognized). Soon after his 
discharge from the military, in fall 1993, 
McVeigh was reunited with his old Army 
buddy Terry Nichols at the Nichols 
brothers' 200-acre farm in the thumb of 
Michigan. Together the three attended 
meetings of the Michigan Militia. In 
January 1995, McVeigh again visited 
Michigan, where he attended a militia 
meeting in Jackson. 
The Nichols brothers are 
Christian Patriots-believers in a world 
view that grew out of the Posse Comitatus 
of the 1970s. It holds that "the United 
States is a republic, not a democracy" (a 
traditional old-right formulation), that 
God's law should be reflected in civil law, 
that paper currency is unconstitutional, 
and that there is no legitimate law 
enforcement above the level of county 
sheriff. 
"Patriots" see themselves as 
"natural citizens of the American 
republic," and refuse to carry drivers' 
licenses, register their cars, let the state 
sanctify their marriages, or in any other 
way recognize the legitimacy of 
government power at levels higher than 
the county. 
The Centrality of Racism 
Often referred to by unwary 
reporters as tax protesters, 
constitutionalists or "anti-government" 
activists, Christian Patriots are explicitly 
racist in their theology and politics. 
Everyone on the Christian right mixes 
politics and theology, and many 
conservative evangelicals favor a 
theocracy, but the far right is distinguished 
by its explicit white supremacy. 
Christian Patriots take Jews to be 
the supreme enemy, the "anti-Christ," and 
people of color to be the Jews' pawns. 
Ever since the early electoral inroads of 
David Duke, however, the far right has 
become more media savvy. Publicly they 
call themselves "white separatists" or 
"patriots." That soft sell does nothing to 
diminish the racist character of the far 
right's internal life. 
"We would talk about how we 
didn't hate people, we loved the white 
race, we weren't supremacists, we were 
separatists," says Floyd Cochran, a high-
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rankmg Aryan Nations Uetector. "That 
way you've pacified people ... But it 
doesn't alter anything. When the media 
cameras are no longer around, 
everybody's a supremacist." 
Leaders of the Michigan Militia, 
for example, have compared themselves to 
Martin Luther King and the Cherokee 
Trail of Tears, apparently in anticipation 
of charges of racism. But the racist 
underpinnings of militia-thought are hard 
to conceal. When asked if constant 
references to international banking 
conspiracies were anti-Semitic, for 
instance, M.O.M spokesman Bob Fletcher 
replied, "If the bulk of the banking elite 
are Jewish, is that anti-Semitic?" 
Although initiated and chiefly led 
by conscious white supremacists, the 
militia often project themselves as 
concerned only about high taxes, 
government repression, gun rights and the 
Constitution. That has made it easier for 
them to reach the politically alienated 
conservatives who make up their base. 
Militia recruits, in tum, provide 
educational opportunities for a racist far 
right that hopes to tum its new contacts 
into cadres, in part through "Bible study" 
sessions that initiate people in the bigotry 
of Christian Identity. 
The dynamism of the militias --
which now have anywhere from 20,000 to 
100,000 members nationwide -- owes 
much to the movement's quasi-pluralistic 
character. While almost entirely white, 
male and Christian, the militias are not 
ideologically homogenous. They are 
open, in theory, to anyone upset about gun 
control, committed to paramilitary tactics 
and in fear of a federal conspiracy to 
extinguish individual liberties. Different 
far right leaders, organizations and 
perspectives compete for audiences and 
adherents in the militia. 
Aryan Nations types who revere 
Adolf Hitler must grit their teeth as 
American nationalists disparage the BA TF 
and FBI as "Nazi Storm troopers." A 
panoply of conspiracy theories are mixed 
and matched, ranging from predictions 
that black United Nations helicopters are 
about to swoop down and impose globalist 
rule (a theory that might carry a trace of 
realism were UN helicopters not white) to 
standard anti-Semitic pap like The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 
This potpourri makes the militia 
a lively center of energy, action and 
collaboration on the far right (which has 
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been at least as prone to sectarian 
bickering as the revolutionary left!). 
Militiamen are easy targets for 
jokes about dumb white guys with beer 
guts running around with K-Mart fatigues 
in the great outdoors. But the 
intermingling of armed paramilitary 
training with Christian Patriotism is an 
extremely volatile, dangerous 
development. 
It's important not to 
underestimate the significance the militia 
have had in widening the periphery of the 
racist right. And after a while, running 
around in farm fields and shooting cans 
off posts won't seem an adequate form of 
action in the face of "a government 
conspiracy to take away all individual 
rights." (Indeed, according to researcher 
Russ Bellant, who specializes in the 
development of the far right, the next step 
conceived by some leaders is the 
formation of small "leaderless resistance" 
cells, carrying out terrorist actions in 
virtually autonomous fashion.) 
That may be just what happened 
to McVeigh and the Nichols brothers. The 
racist, insurrectionary right is still small, 
but if the Oklahoma bombing proves 
anything, it is that far right ideology and 
organizations should be taken very, very 
seriously. 
In some remote areas of the 
West, the far right has so shifted the 
balance in its favor that it is operating 
relatively free from constraint. In the 
towns of Derby and Roundup, Montana, 
government officials are, incredibly, 
declining to take into custody men who 
have been charged for such offenses as 
threatening officers, conspiring to kidnap 
government officials, and tax evasion. 
(Militia organizer Cal Greenup, for 
example, confronted officials in Hamilton, 
Montana, with a .357 magnum, saying, 
"There cannot be a cleansing without 
shedding of blood.") 
Mainstream press coverage 
continues to portray the far right as crazy, 
oddball or off the wall. A new outpouring 
of superficial, wide-eyed reports have 
been trotted out on the far right' s views on 
taxes, guns and government. Sometimes 
such pieces give hints of the incendiary 
nature of the far right, but rarely do they 
spell out the long history of violence 
perpetrated by far right groups. Almost 
never do they expose the movement's 
white supremacist core. 
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The media thus have given the 
paramilitary right a lot of space to cast 
itself as it sees fit and broadcast its 
conspiracy theories without challenge. 
Such views, thought to be self-evidently 
nutty by sensation-seeking reporters, are 
perfectly plausible to a growing segment 
of alienated readers and viewers these 
days-especially when reported without 
comment. Media analysts are thus often 
unwitting allies of the insurrectionary 
right, whose exhibitionism and inflamed 
rhetoric would go a lot less far without the 
aid of corporate media ratings wars. 
Equally mistaken, however, is the 
trite, shopworn notion that far right groups 
are best ignored. Oklahoma City 
de!llonstrates conclusively that the far 
right won't be left to itself. The problem 
is not media coverage, but the type of 
attention-specifically, the sort that frames 
far right activists as kooks, while it prints 
their opinions virtually unchallenged and 
fails to assess the source of their dynamic 
growth. 
It is still too early to give a 
definitive judgment about what effect the 
wave of media attention will have on the 
militias. Softer types who find they've 
gotten into a situation deeper than what 
they bargained for will drop away. But a 
wave of fresh recruits will be attracted by 
the hype, the libertarian rhetoric and the 
militant posturing. 
Infighting may emerge as various 
militia leaders jockey for position. Those 
with a white supremacist or Nazi 
orientation may start to come into conflict 
with gun owners less comfortable with 
explicit racism. In the meantime, 
however, tens of thousands of armed 
white men continue to drill and prepare 
for what they anticipate is a coming 
showdown with the New World Order. 
Reprinted with permission from Against the 
Current 57, July/August 1995. ATC can be 
reached at 7012 Michigan Ave., Detroit, Ml 
48210. Christopher Phelps, an editor of ATC, 
has written on the far right for a number oj 
publications. 
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Can Jesse Jackson 
Revive the Rainbow 
Coalition? 
By Ron Daniels 
One of the greatest tragedies to 
befall the progressive movement in recent 
times was the failure of Jesse L. Jackson 
to organize the National Rainbow 
Coalition into a viable independent third 
force in American politics. Against the 
wishes and advice of many of the liberal-
progressive activists who constituted the 
backbone of his '84 and '88 campaigns, 
Jesse Jackson elected to position himself 
inside the Democratic Party. Not only did 
Jackson remain inside the Democratic 
Party, he demobilized the Rainbow 
Coalition as a mass-based membership 
organization, opting instead for a top-
down, campaign-type structure. As a 
result of these fateful decisions, there was 
widespread demoralization, disaffection 
and defections among the rank and file 
activists who were the heart and soul of 
the budding Rainbow Coalition. 
Though remnants of the Rainbow 
remain rin some states, and Jackson has 
appointed his son Jesse Jackson Jr. to the 
position of Field Coordinator, in reality 
the Rainbow Coalition is largely non-
existent. The annual Rainbow Con-
ferences which Jesse Jackson stages, 
though useful as a medium for networking 
and information exchange, are little more 
than political dog and pony show which 
give the illusion that there is a real 
Rainbow Coalition. Un fortunately, the 
energy, enthusiasm and work invested in 
Jackson's '84 and '88 campaigns resulted 
in great strides but lost opportunity. 
Needed: A Real Rainbow Coalition 
Jesse Jackson's original vision of 
a Rainbow Coalition was/is correct. The 
progressive Movement and more 
importantly the disenfranchised and 
dispossessed need an African American 
and people of color led, multi-racial force 
to fight for fundamental change in this 
country. To his credit, Jesse Jackson had 
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the vision and energy to articulate an idea 
and galvanize millions around that idea. 
What emerged from his efforts and the 
efforts of the thousands of liberal-
progressive activists who were inspired by 
Jackson's vision and leadership, was one 
of the most dynamic political movements 
in the history of this country; a movement 
which grew out of the experiences of 
African Americans and embraced all 
people of color, white poor and working 
people and liberals and progressives; a 
movement which was successfully 
educating people about the ill effects of 
racism, sexism, homophobia and religious 
bigotry on American Society; a movement 
which was effectively educating people 
about the reckless and irresponsible 
behavior of giant multi-national 
corporations and the contradictions of the 
extremes of wealth and poverty in the 
American Capitalist system. Regrettably, 
Jesse Jackson squandered the opportunity 
to build a real Rainbow Coalition. 
Nothing illustrates the need for a 
real Rainbow Coalition more than the 
Republican sweep to power in Congress, 
the rise to hegemony of the radical right 
and the drive by Newt Gingrich and 
company to enact a reactionary Contract 
with America; a contract whose appeal is 
rooted in subtle and not-so-subtle appeals 
to racism, sexism, homophobia and anti-
immigrationism. If only we had a real 
Rainbow Coalition in place, the task of 
challenging and countering the right 
would be much easier. We need a real 
Rainbow Coalition and it would be 
wonderful if Jesse Jackson acknowledged 
the errors of his ways and rededicated 
himself to reviving/building a real 
Rainbow Coalition -- a mass-based, demo-
cratic, independent, progressive political 
movement for fundamental change. 
conti.nued on page eight 
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Going Independent For President? 
I have suggested that the way to 
revive the Rainbow is for Jesse Jackson to 
make a decisive break with the 
Democratic Party and launch an 
independent presidential crusade in 1996. 
Such a crusade would energize millions of 
non-voters, particularly among those 
constituencies that will be most adversely 
affected by the Contract with America. 
An independent crusade would also 
reactivate thousands of liberal-progressive 
activists who have been waiting for 
Jackson to break with the democrats. 
No one is better suited than Jesse 
Jackson to challenge the Contract with 
America. No one is more gifted at 
articulating the liberal-progressive vision 
of a new America than Jesse Lewis 
Jackson. No one is more capable of firing 
the imagination of the disenfranchised and 
the dispossessed and galvanizing the 
locked out and left out to act than Jesse 
Lewis Jackson. Having learned from his 
past mistakes, Jesse Jackson could utilize 
an independent presidential campaign to 
shake up America and fundamentally 
change the political equations in the 
electoral process. An independent 
presidential crusade would afford Jesse 
Jackson a chance to redeem himself by 
forging a real fighting Rainbow Coalition 
that could contest for power into the 21st 
Century. 
Will Jesse Jackson run as an 
independent? Will Jesse Jackson revive 
the Rainbow Coalition for real? Frankly, 
no matter how much I wish it were so, it is 
extremely unlikely that Jesse Jackson will 
break with the Democrats and build a real 
Rainbow Coalition. My suspicion is that 
the lucrative grants which Jackson 
receives to do his voter registration,get-
out-the-vote-for-the-Democrats ritual 
every two years is a major source of 
revenue for what remains of his Rainbow. 
Breaking with the Democrats would cut 
off this source of revenue. And, finally, 
by his own admission, Jesse Jackson is a 
"tree shaker, not a jelly maker." What the 
progressive movement needs is some 
"jam" --a real Rainbow Coalition. 
What this means is that the 
challenge of building a real Rainbow 
Coalition is a task which must be assumed 
by liberal-progressive activists and 
organizers and a lot of ordinary people. I 
am convinced that we cannot and must not 
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depend on Jesse Lewis Jackson to 
understand this vital endeavor. We must 
decide to do it ourselves. "We are the 
leaders we've been looking for." 
Ron Daniels is a long-time African American 
writer and activist, and former Press Secretary 
1o Jesse Jackson. This article is reprinted with 
permission from the Independent Political 
Action Bulletin, Spring 1995, Issue #9. They 
are a publication of the National Committee 
or Inde endent Political Action. 
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Resist Classic T-shirts and Sweatshirts 
are still available: 
Classic T-Shirts 
100% (pre-shrunk) Cotton 
Black or Navy 
Medium * Large * Extra-Large 
SIO 
Classic Sweatshirts 
50/50% Cotton 
Black Only 
Medium * Large • Extra-Large 
SIS (supplies limited) 
__ YES! I'd like to place an order for Resist's Classic T-shirt/Sweatshirts. Please send me: 
Classie T~shirts __ (quantity) __ (size) ___ (first color choice) $10 each. 
Classic Sweatshirts __ (quantity) __ (size) (They come in Black only.) $15 each. 
Special Resist 25th Anniversary T-shirts are Still Available, too! 
~~~:.: g;;trunk) Cotton 1' 
Medium and Extra-Large 
(sorry, no Larges left) 
__ YES! I'd like to place an order for Resist's 25th Anniversary T-shirts. 
Please send me __ (quantity) ___ (size). SI0 each. 
* ** ••••••••••••• * ••••••••••••••• ** *** •••• *** •••••••••••••• * •••••••••••••• ** *** **** •••• *** * *. * 
Name: _____________ Phone~·-----
Address:. ____________ Enclosed is my check for S __ .
City/State/Zip:. __________ _ 
Please make checks payable to Resist, and send to: Resist, One Summer St., Somerville, MA 02143. 
r---------------------------------------------------------------, 
Join the RESIST Pledge Program 
We'd like you to consider becoming a O Yes! I would like to become a RESIST 
RESIST Pledge. Pledges account for over Pledge. I'd like to pledge $ ----~ 
25% of our income. By becoming a pledge, (circle one) 
you help guarantee RESIST a fixed and monthly bimonthly quarterly 
dependable source of income on which we 2x a year yearly 
can build our grant making program. In O Enclosed is my pledge contribution of 
return, we will send you a monthly pledge $ _____ _ 
letter and reminder along with your O I can't join the pledge program just 
newsletter. We will keep you up-to-date on now, but here's a contribution to sup-
the groups we have funded, and the other port your work. $ _______ _ 
work being done at RESIST. So take the Name ____________ _ 
plunge and become a RESIST Pledge! We 
cound on you, and the groups we fund Address ------------
count on .us. City/State/Zip 
RESIST 
One Summer Street• Somerville, MA 02143 • (617)623-5110 L---------------------------------------------------------------
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